KOO KWK CSK CC de 
PROPOSALTLYS 
To the PUBLIC; 


ESPECIALLY 


Thoſe in POWER: Go. 


ieee eee eee eee 


* 
* 
* 
- 
© \.&4.*% FLARE RS ESSEN! . a#% 4;** % # © 
a a. * i os ras rg + © 43 45 
It y Rn LY % 6 9 * 1 * kx # 5 „ 1 * 
% 


Py 
— 


* nes 8 * n = 
* %s 4 © ar 94 * . 4 | = 1 
ws. ts 7 5 * * . # * N 9 * I 1 * 34 

6) 

- 

- a» 
* 
- 


FROPOSALES 
T © 


The PUBLIC; 


ESPECIALLY 


Thoſe in POWER: 


Whole Spirits may be fincere enough, at all 


Events, by a briſk MILITIA, to fave 
GREAT-BRITAIN. 


| Likewiſe to regain the important Iſland of Minorca, 


beſides our late Poſſeſſions in America, and 
thoſe famous Places that were lately loſt, 
for Want of more diſciplined Forces, 
in GERMANY, 


Reſpectively inſcribed to their Royal Highneſſes, 
GEORGE, PRI NE of Warts, and 
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54 peculiar Addreſs 


T O 


His ROYAL HIOGHNES s, 


G E OR GE, 


Prince of WAL ES. 


- Moſt Gracious Prince: 


[ HAVE had the honour to ſerve Your 
Royal Grandfather, with all due regard, 
the c part of his moſt happy reign; 
yet can ſincerely ſay, that ſcarce any warrior, 
in my real opinion, ever ſerved a better So- 
vereign upon earth : But, as earthly Poten- 
tates are all mortal; whenſoever the King of 
Kings ſhall crown His Majeſty with celeſtial - 
Glory, Britons muſt then expect Your Royal 
Highneſs, the next Heir Apparent, will can- 
didly accept and wear His Terreſtrial Crown: 
Upon 


vi DEDICATION. 

Upon which weighty conſideration, now I am 
judged too far advanced in years to weild a 
ſword, yet willing to ſhew myſelf a uſeful 
ſubject, I therefore tender this well-meant 
work as performed with my pen; not pre- 
ſuming too much on my fingle judgment, 
nor my own experience, but ſubmit the ſame 
plan with plealure, + to a plurality of ſuperior 
Judges. 


Fpecially my renowned Liege in Council: 
—-- '- Fcewiſe our eximious Generaliſſimo: 
— Fc Maſter and Lieutenant Generals of 
GfHance: — All the Lord Lieutenants of 


Eng and and W ales : — Namely, his Grace 


the Duke of Newcaſtle, firſt Lord of the 
King's Treafury : — Alſo that noble Patriot, 
tne moſt Honourable Marquis of Rocking- 
ham, Lord of the Bed-chamber to His Ma- 
Jeſty: Being in great hopes of having my fer- 
vent ſcheme recommended to the Britiſh Par- 
lament, by ſuch famous patrons for the Army's 


welfare, through my firm confidence of ſo | 


many leading Perſonages, to grant me a fair 
countenance and joint protection. 


| Notwithſtanding the great Age of our gra- 


cious Monarch, provided theſe Propoſals be 
ſpeedily carried into Execution, his Majeſty 
may yet live to ſee the good Effects of my 


Labours, that will vaſtly ſatisfy my zealous 
Ambition, 


A Lee ae OO EIT OS 


DEDICATION. ui 
Ambition to 'oblige a benevolent Maſter: other 
wiſe, I hope, your Royal Highneſs Will 
quickly ſee an exert young Militia, very well 
qualified as they get proper ſtrength, even 
to fight in You, deleltee with true Britiſh 
fortitude, againſt any perfidious oppoſers : 
So that Your ,,moſt couragequs Uncle, the 
brave hervic Duke of Cumberland (my na- 
tive county). may far better defy the reſt- 
leſs power of France, or any imperious foe, 
that: (hall be deſperate enough to reſiſt his 


ar ms. 


971510890 nor but 

Doubtleſs Vour Royal Highneſs, when a 
Minor, had both daily and hourly tutors, that 
would almoſt require Your conſtant atten- 
tion; even to attain thoſe liberal arts and 
ſciences, beſides ſuch different languages, by 
turns, as ſeems abſolutely neceſſary for an 
Heir to the Crown of England: Therefore 
I preſume that Your Grandſire's loyal ſub- 
jects, namely, the affectionate parents of de- 
lIightful children, cannot reaſonably object 
againſt two ſorts. of teachers for their fa- 
yonrite ſons; but rather will animate all 
ſuch pretty little pert minions, whoſe na- 
tural propenſity may be ſet upon various pa- 
ſtimes, even to quit all ſuch pernicious 
games, and to imitate the noble qualities 
of Your Royal ä not as puiſſant 
a Princes, 


wii DEDICATION. 
Princes, by no means, but in warlike arts, 
to qualify themſelves for ſerviceable ſubjects : 


S0 I ſhall refer theſe following wee to 
Vour ſerious conſideration, and ſubſcribe my- 
ſelf, with all due 6— "iy 

GR E AT 8 IR, 

| Your Royal Highneſs's | 

moſt faithful, moſt dutiful, 
and moſt obedient 
humble Servant 


to command: 


lj John Railton. 
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A "Treatiſe entituled, The Schoof- Bg 8 
EMuLATION; or, Their SECOND BEST 
ExxRCISE: Defign' d to prevent their eager 
' Purſuit of ſundry diverſions, and to imbue 
their volatile minds with heroic virtues, by 
learning them the excellent myſtery of mar- 
tial diſcipline ; ſo that they may be annually 
formed into a National Militia ; even with 
out any manner of prejudice, or the leaſt 
impediment, to their ſcholaſtical education: 
Therefore I recommend theſe fair Propoſals, 
in duty to all our firm Britiſh Rulers, for the 
ſpeedy regulation of a ſcholaſtic Militia. 4 


Mo oft Worthy Patriots of all Ranks: 


: E LIGION has undoubtedly cn my 
judicious readers, of real Chriſtian princi- 


- ples, that our-ſchool-boys muſt firſt learn 
to glorify their Creator, ſince Divine Worſhip will 
always be accounted the beſt exerciſe in his ſight : 
Whereas I judge, nay, partly affirm, that their 
ſecond-beſt exerciſe conſequently follows: ; ſo they 
ſhould next be taught the uſe of arms, at all ſea- 
ſonable opportunities, according to the laws of 
nature, in readineſs to defend their native country 

upon any emergent occaſion, 5 


£ 


Conſider 


2 


Conſider ſeriouſly of this weighty affair, ſo ye 
| will perceive 1 many forwazd ſchool- boys, whoſe | 


capacities finft encouragement, are well able to 
read their Bibles, if not converſant in the rudiments 
of Grammar, when they arrive at ſeven or eight | 
years of age; and, without doubt, muſt then have | 
ſome idea of their duty to the Deity : Howſoever, 


— — a 


Li as they come to be nine or ten years old, I jud 

[1 that ſome. of their martial inſtructions ſhould ge- 
nerally commence, ſince many poor lads are forced 
away at eleven or twelve ; but all others ſhould; be 
ſucceſſively continued in practice, at leaſt, until 
they arrive at the age of thirteen or fourteen 
years; when many of the lower clafs go for ap- | 
prentices, or menial ſervants, ſo they will certainly | 
be the fitteſt. perſons to march in any Militia, and 
to fight in the room of thbir reſpective maſters : 
ſince the Scripture ſays, Train up a: child in the. way 
be ſhould go, duben be is young 3, ayd,, when be is Wa, 
he will not depart from  - 

Perhaps I ſhall meet with ſome people that . 
aſk (as à great ruler over the Jews, queried ahout 
the New Birth; faying to our Saviour, — Hot can 
this thing be?) viz, How can we find a, ſufficient, | 
number of ſmall-arms, for all: the ſehool-boys of- 
Great Britain, ſuitable to every young perſon's 
ſize, and ſtrength of Body? But, whenſoever" the 
Public, or any particular Perſonages - in power, 
way be pleaſed to. give me an order, 1 ſhall quickly 
anſwer, that queſtion; peradyenture, with. ſeveral. 
others, that they ſhall propoſe in reaſon, upon the 
ſame ſub os namely, — ſhewing them how different 
counterteits, of any ſize, may be made at an eaſy 
expence; l ſome pattern firelocks and bayonets, 
if ſuch patterns ſhould be required, that will an- 
ſwer the learner's end of exerciſe in great per- 

e | fection, 
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13 
feftion, if not equal to the beſt arms in his Ma- 

Jeſty” Tower of London. 

Hlaving thub cotitfived cohftel-Ffelecks r a 
you ng Militia, I may probably Be afked this fol- 
lowing. queſtion 5/ — Where ſhall 'we find proper 
maſters, duly qualified; tô teach' ſo many ſcholars- 
ter military profsſſion, with6ur 4 vaſt expence tb 
the public? In which caſe my infrrer is ready; 
there commonly are diſbanded ſoldiers enou 5 1 
want of | bread, that would probably rfl all 
aur Britiſſi youth with pleaſure, on tlie ſmall con- 
ſitteration of bed and board in their native coun- 
ties; ſo that their pay from Chelſea College, if 
they have any out penfions; will * wt 1 a 
decent: „ aid fome Pocket-· mo 
method, I preſume; muſt conſequen Fon 
double benefit; not only by dee 2 
banded ſoldiers om exrom 858981 11 5 1 

inſupportable reſent, but 
_— the future e of Sur ee 125 ing 
and Country. 
Some people may probably object againſt old 
ſoldiers, as unfit perſefis 0 act fo drill-ſerjcants, 
becauſs they dom t underffand the Pruffiarts erer. 
| eile. ow _ ndw vaſtly in * all over theſe 
But, with great ſubmiſfion to fuch 
—— Judge, 1 boldly preſume, thoſe mien 
that are well verſe in Generel Bland's Diſcip 11075 
may ſoon be acquainted with the Pruffians metho 
or any other” exerciſe in Europe: More eech 
# they: be ſent to learn ſuch new motions by the 
Guards at Londofi; where the moft of our march- 
ing drill ſerjeants were obliged to repait; perlaps, 
from all parts of Great Britain, before they could 
teach that ſame” art to their reſpective . ziments: 
Therefore I'm ſure it ſtands to o Na that all ap- 
B 2 xo.nted 
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pointed teachers of any Militia, without excep- 
tion, ſhould firſt take their inſtructions from the 

fame fountain-head (eſpecially till the marching 
regiments are all perfect) and muſt be well ap- 
proved of by ſome experienced officers, relative to 
all the preſent methods in practice, that ſuch a 
regulated Militia may readily join our regular 
* upon the very firſt appearance of an inva- 
ſio 0 2 r . | 

As England and Wales, according to calcula- 
tion, contain. 9291 pariſhes z moſt probably there 
may be ſome veterans, capable of teaching the 
military art, either in or near every pariſh : other- 
wiſe, there commonly are fit men enough in Chel- 
ſea College, as aforeſaid, to ſupply the places of 
drill-ſerjeants; and, perhaps, will officiate as coun+ 
try ſchool- maſters likewiſe, where ſuch double 
duty may be greatly wanted: .. 

But 1 — caution all ſuch invalids, whether 
they have been non-commiſſion officers, or only 
private ſoldiers, who may have the honour of be- 
ing appointed drill- ſerjeants on this occaſion, 7. e. 
never to beat nor abuſe their young Militia under 
arms, upon any pretence whatſoever, on the pe- 
nalty of being caſhiered; neither to uſe any 2 
cable geſtures, nor provoking language, that they 
did not like e when their hands and 
tongues were tied in the ranks! Altho' the caſe 
will be altered here, in a great meaſure; for their 
learners are not ta conſiſt of galley- ſlaves, nor ſure 
lifted ſoldiers, but all aſpiring voluntiers, and re- 
cruits upon courteſy; therefore they muſt have 
all due encouragement, according to their genius 
$00 ſeveral capacities, ſo that their exerciſe may 
ezm a pleaſure, rather than à taſk enjoined by 
Public authority. | I notion. 
+4 Ya Every 


[51 


Every body, that has been acquainted with any 
ſort of ſchools,” muſt certainly know the paſt un- 
lucky ks of moſt ſcholars, in the long ab- 
ſence of their reſpective maſters; namely, at Chriſt- 
mas, Eaſter, and Whitſuntide: Which three ſea- 
ſons they frequently have had five or ſix weeks 
holidays (ſo called) that were as frequently ſpent 
in ridiculous diverſions; ſo they corrupted thei 
-morals of courſe, to the greateſt degree, and com- 
monly endangered their lives or limbs] Beſides too 
much freedom at theſe conſtant feſtivals, with ſe- 
veral others accidentally, moſt ſchool-maſters allow 
their ſcholars two half-days play every week, and 
two hours each of the other four days at dinner- 
time; whereas it is well known that one hour, or 
even a ſingle half-hour, would be time fully ſuffi- 
cient to fill their bellies, or to empty all their 
fatchels : Therefore I would have our promiſing 
ſchool-boys employed at all ſuch vacant ſeaſons, 
when the weather will permit, in learning ſome of 
thoſe uſeful arts, whereby they may ſhortly be en- 
abled to defend the Britiſh nation. 

In caſe every two of the aforeſaid pariſhes, leſſer 
with the larger, ſhould have but twenty-four of 
their eldeſt ſchool-boys yearly diſciplined, they 
would amount to 111,492 young warriors, well 
train'd every year (above the number propoſed by 
the late act, to be compleated theſe nine or ten 
enſuing years) howſoever, I am fully perſuaded, 
that ſeveral ambitious ſtriplings, by ſtriving to 
excel each other in the famous arts of war, will 
not-only be far more expert than a mature Militia, 
but likewiſe vye with our regular troops in twelve 
months time, | f 
Whenſoever ſuch a Bill ſhall paſs both Houſes 

of Parliament, the moſt of our ableſt ſchool-boys _ 

Top in 


1 
in South Britain, by their boundleſs ambition for 
conqueſt in all other caſes, muſt in courſe be well 
qualified for ſelf-defence ; Or even to act on the 
offenſive part, with a riſing emulation, and a firm 
reſolution, according; as they g ſufficient 
Ages to.carry fire-arms. . 
Feet I make no manner of doubt, but all his 
jeſty's loyal ſubjects, both in North Britain 
My Ireland, will quickly follow ſuch a laudable 
example: ſo that we may have a large number of 
1 5 lads, yearly rained up to Books and Arms 
9 5 aps upwards of 200, ooo every year) either 
for the Britiſh Army abroad, or marines and 
fai.ors in the Royal Navy; not forgetting the pri- 
vateers, nor yet the private ſhips of our adven- 
turous merchants, where ſuch diſciplined forces 
may de ſtrictly required: Beſides, leaving brave 
fellous enough at home, to guard all our fea-coafts 
againſt the French, or any furious invaders under 
the ſun, that ſhalt dare ne to ſet a foot in 
theſe T ealms. > + hs 

What has given me great u ente the 
molt of our young nobility, (ſaich an experienced 
officer). Are remarkably fond of their military 
duties; for they ſeem. to prefer the honour: and 
real advantage of that fervice, either to their eafe, 
on any private intereſt: - As this is the true mar- 
tial ſpirit, rarely to be found, but in perfonages of 
exalted virtue, I muſt take leave to inſtance. a few 
of thoſe great men, who. lag thone 1 in the: Mali 
tary World: viz. 

King William HI, of immortel: memory: Read 
General Bland's Diſcipline, chap: viii. art. 1: 
The late Duke of Lorrain, famous for freeing 
the Empire from the Turkiſh yoke; by raiſing 
the, ſiegs of Vienna, 1675, with great ſlanghs 


er 
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ter of the Infidels. — The Vifcount” Tureniie; 
Marſhal of France; famous for. his battles in Ger- 
many, and! the reduction of Flanders to the French 
power. Great John, Duke of Marlborough; his 
glorious. victories are ſtill recent, and whoſe me- 
mory will be ever dear to the Genius of Britain. 
Great Eugene, Prince of Savoy, colleague: with: 
the Duke of Marlborough in his victories over the: 
Ereneh. Peter the Great, Czar of Muſcovy; re- 
markable for founding a vaſt; Empire, and culti- 
vating a rude, unpolifhed ances; by teaching! 
them the arts of war, Cc. with great ſucceſs. 
ſtanding their high rank and fuperior perſonal en- 
 dowments, (faith the ſame Veteran) << Eſteemed it 
both honourable: and neceſſary, on their firſt ſally- 
ing out of private life, to be well inſtructed, not: 
only” in the uſe- and exerciſe of arms, but even in 
the moſt minute branches of all the common and- 
extraordinary duties of the private centinel, as welt: 
as thoſe of the officer: thus, by a well- grounded 
theory, they ſoon became maſters of thoſe warlike 
arts, which made them the real terror of their 
enemies, beſides the emulation of ſucceeding 
ages. — Since: all thoſe famed Generals atchieve- 
ments, acquired by alacrity, and remarkable hu- 
mility, were of public utility, which ſeldom or 
never fails of accumulating honour; not only 
our noble youth, but likewiſe other general officers, 
would do well to imitate ſuch brave heroes, that 
our immediate leaders may alſo be crowned with 
everlaſting laurel. | | | 
Wie ſhould likewiſe conſider, at this important 
zjuncture, the riſing virtues of their preſent: Royal 
and | Serene Highneſſes; the Duke of Cumber- - 
land, —the Prince of Orange, — and the young 
| | Prince 


Prince of Sweden :—Since I am aſſured, notwith2 
ſtanding their pre-eminent ſtations, they wete alf 
early inured to the loweſt exerciſes, and then trained 
up gallant companies of courtiers ſons from their 
infancy : which fair examples of theſe young war- 
riors, ſet forth in a clear light, I dare almoſt ven- 
ture to affirm, will raiſe a fine emulation in our 
aſpiring ſcholars ; whoſe true friends may till 
encourage them further, by ſome free contribu- 
tions towards gunpowder, and piving prizes for- 
the beſt Marks-boys, as they grow expert in arms : 
ſince a number of butts are to be erected in their 
| reſpective counties, for the better encouragement of 
[ a riper Militiaz I fancy our lads may borrow 
their firelocks upon all ſuch occaſions, ' in caſe 
they are not afraid of being beat with their own 
Let our Rulers but ſeriouſly confider, as they 
are the beſt judges, what great objections were 
made in the ſenate theſe two years paſt, againſt | 
any General Militia's being compoſed of grown : 
men? One ſeſſion, I think, the bill was entirely | 
rejected, as a method impracticable ; and, the | 
very next meeting of Parliament, it ſeems, a pro- 
ſal was made to the Houſe for raiſing 60, oo 
directly; but, after their ſitting all the laſt ſpring, | 
as it appears by an extract, the ſaid Bill has only | 
| paſſed for 32,000 men: which ſmall number muſt | 
[ naturally be accepted, ſince our natives can ſpare. | 
[i no more from ſundry occupations z 'namely, with- 
out committing the moſt groſs neglect, if not un- 
pardenable crime, of cultivating their grounds ! 
Neither may ſo many grown perſons be conve- 
niently ſpared, in a promiſcuous manner, to harraſs | 
round the rugged country, merely for grand pa- 
rades, and pompous rary-ſhows, at all commands, 
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notwith- 
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notwithſtanding our preſent danger! Unleſs we 
make a real dearth in the land, that may prove 
far worſe at length (not for the pooreſt ſort of peo- 
ple) than this long ſuſpected, and ſtill more 
perſpicuous, artificial famine! Whereas our ju- 
dicious Legiſlature, I do really believe, only no- 
minated ſuch a little number at long-run (com- 
pared with thoſe multitudes of other powers) for 


immediate ſervice in caſe of rebellion, or the 


needful ſatisfaction of many importunate conſtitu- 
ents 3 whoſe juſt reſentment, for the great diſgrace 
and loſs of Minorca, ſeemingly made them requeſt 
ſuch a numerous body of grown Militia, as their 
diſcreet repreſentatives, after a long deliberation, 
might find extremely difficult and dangerous to 
effect] eſpecially, at this critical conjuncture of 
national affairs. 5 . nes 

Therefore I am very much afraid, that our 
riper Militia, ſuppoſe it be raiſed, will even dwin- 
dle away. by degrees; if it don't die without re- 
demption, during the next Peace, or whenſoever 
the noiſe of our loſſes, and the clamour of War 
ſhall become dormant : But, nevertheleſs, with a 
proviſo that theſe Propoſals take place, according 
to my good intentions for the Britiſh Government; 
in all probability, a growing Militia may live ſo 
long as the world endures, and our poſterity, that 
may {till perſevere, will ſeemingly prove one of 
the moſt warlike nations in it. 

More eſpecially, I preſume, if their ſchool-boys 
never play with batts and ball; hand- ball or foot- 
ball, tennis-ball, nor any ſuch trifling toys : which 
great variety of deſtructive games, very likely will 
never be known to the next century, in Caſe our 
fine ſcholars renounce them all directly, for the 
lake of learning ſome more uſeful and manly 

) divertiſe- 
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their paſt life an 


[x0 ] 
divertiſements :- namely, the- dexterous arts. of 
playing their bombs and balls, if they muſt needs 
play with any fort of balls; either muſket-ball, or 
ſome thundering cannon- ball, ſo that they may 
be able to. annoy their encroaching enemies any 
WAY. 8 . ö 
Queſtionleſs thoſe- Britiſh parents of ſublime 
notions, or being led by any peculiar motives, 
wanting their darling ſons taught the noble art of 
Gunnery, may have ſeveral penſioners of well- 
known experience, by their long ſervice in the 
Royal Train of Artillery; whoſe ſtudious endea- 


vours for their ſkill in theory, beſides a ſeries of 


actual practice, may likewiſe further appear on 
the ſame conſideration, according to my propoſals 
of bed and board for Chelſea College Penſioners, 
But, as a great many ſoldiers were diſbanded, both 
Horſe and Foot, after 15 or 16 years faithful ſer- 
vice, without any benefit of the Royal Bounty; I 
therefore judge it very juſt and reaſonable, that all 
ſuch men ſhould be firſt preferred, if they ſhalt be 
found capable upon a ſtrict enquiry, with reſpect to 

converſation: Which non-penſion- 
ers muſt have a ſmall ſalary of courſe, beſides: their 


bed and board at free-coſt, for their better encou- 


ragement, or be put upon the penſion- liſt of their 


- reſpective corps; remembering; that all ſuch ap- 


pointed Teachers, according to my plan, muſt not 
only read, and write a plain hand, but likewiſe be- 
ſelected men of ſound morals. | | 
By the vicious deportment, too often diſcovered: 
in our ſoldiery, ſome people may be very apt to 
ſuſpect, that we have no veterans of conſcientious 
virtue; not ſo much as one of true morality 
amongſt us, even to ſave our whole fraternity, 
altho? an Angel, or a Prophet, ſhould plead our 


cauſe 


ar! 
cauſe before the Lord, as faithful Abraham plead- 
ed for a wicked city in the Land of Canaan ! But, 
thoſe wrong-headed people, that cenſure all our 
cloth ſo hard, for the ſake of ſome licentious 
brethren, will certainly find themſelves greatly 
miſtaken, upon a fair ſcrutiny into all our actions: 
Notwithſtanding there be many reprobates in the 
ranks (perhaps more hypocrites in the Churches) 
ſuch impious perſons, once perfectly diſcovered, 
are ſhunned by the reſt every where elſe, to my 
certain knowledge. 8 

Good reaſon why; for I have been well ac- 
quainted with the Britiſh Army, at home and 
abroad, theſe laſt twenty-four years or upwards ; 
yet never knew a regiment without ſome religious 
officers, nor even a ſingle troop or company with- 
out feveral devout ſoldiers; whoſe virtues may 
vye with thofe cenſorious perſons (that deſpiſe their 
protectors) of any other profeſſion, perhaps in all 
our gracious Sovereign King George's dominions: 
Therefore I have a great opinion, and am pretty 
"confident, how all impartial judges will readily 
allow, that our brave officers and ſoldiers, of 
ſuch genuine diſpoſitions to Chriſtianity, moral 
honeſty, and humanity ; whoſe perſons were ex- 
poſed to the ſhot of our adverſaries abroad, for 
the nation's welfare, ſhould not ſtand for ſhoot- 
ing-butts, nor may-games after their ſafe return: 
Altho' our moſt' valiant bands in former wars, 
now feeble diſbanded ſervants, have frequently 
been remarked of late, in a very ſcornful and ri- 
- diculous manner, for the bolts of buſy fops, or 
drunken ſots upon alehouſe benches at home 
Zealous affections for my native land, after al! 
our great loſſes over-ſea, judged for want of more 
ſuch forces as are here diſdained, chiefly . 
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all theſe juſt reflections: ſince the wiſeſt of other 
Powers, by a current report, careſs their careful 
warriors; many of our natives would probably do 
the ſame, in caſe they were but ſo well acquainted 
(as moſt exotic nations commonly are) with all 
the neceſſary duties of a military life: Therefore 
I recommend ſuch experienced tutors for our 
youth, as were accuſtomed to religious exerciſes 
from their cradles, and alternately trained in the 
eminent diſcipline of war, even from their com- 
mon ſchools or higher academies. , 

Being pretty well aſſured, as Britons were bred, 
according to the Scripture, they will always beat 
the ſame road; or, a great majority of brave 
men, at leaſt, will maintain their integrity: ſo 
that ſuch a ſelect number of drill- ſerjeants, and 
reſpective ſchool-maſters, may aſſiſt each other; 
by leading up thoſe brave lads in the fear of God 
alone, with an unfeigned regard for their native 
country, neceſſitous kindred eſpecially, and a na- 
tural affection towards their truſty neighbours: 
Which virtuous qualifications of our ſcholars, 
well connected with their martial accompliſhments, 
will in courſe prepare them effectually, at all events, 
for a vigorous defence of his Majeſty's Crown 
and Dignity, 


& Quickly after theſe aforegoing paragraphs 
were compoſed, in Auguſt 1757, when I travelled 
about my own affairs, many of the country people 
ſeemed quite diſaffected! whoſe names had lately 
been taken, in particular, by their reſpective con- 
ſtables, for a National Militia : Therefore I pro- 
miſed ſome of thoſe ruſticks, with God's permiſ- 
lion the next National Aſſembly, to addreſs the 

. King 
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King and Government, that ſuch. like en | 
Tow. ſpeedily be redreſſed. 

Altho' ſome of our tr PS: . to want 
nie „in ſeveral reſpects, more than thoſe 
rude Muſco ovites afore- mentioned; but, we ought 
to conſider, our country boors have the light 15 
Scripture (that they ſcem dubious of loſing en- 
tirely ]) beſides many other advantages of Liberty 
and Property; formerly unknown, if not yet myſ- 
terious, to the dark iMuſcovians ! So that our 
folks muſt conſequently be cultivated, whenever 
the attempt ſhall be made, with far more care, 
and more peculiar caution, than thoſe rude unpo- 


liſhed rabble required, that were ſaid to be ſo well 


diſciplined by the famed Emperor of Muſcovy. 

Peradventure ſome of our leading men, that 
will not readily credit my faithful difcoveries, may 
be fully convinced by going thro' Great Britain 
-incognito, dreſſed like the pooreſt ſort of our la- 
borious country clowns: But, as ſuch-like jour- 
nies, by way of ſtratagems, are not cuſtomary 
amongſt our ſuperiors at preſent; — in caſe the 
King and Council aſſembled, only vouchſafe me 
a ſpeedy audience, I will engage my life to give 
them ſome peculiar advice, that ſhall moſt appa- 
rently merit their ſerious attention. 

Unleſs our Legiſlature make ſome material 
amendments, by removing ſeveral objections to a 
late Act, the very next Seſſion of Parliament, 1 
doubt we ſhall have a Civil War amongſt our- 
ſelves! Our daily bread being dear, huſbandry 
work very cheap, and the labourers required to 
fight, or learn to form the hollow-ſquare, for little 
or nothing, — are eſteemed intolerable hardſhips ! 
Our peck loaves, many people ſay, were uſually 
ſold for three ſhillings apiece, or upwards ; but of 

late, 


SS | 
late, if not yet, now in October 1757, at about 
half a crown each loaf; which bread may well be 
afforded, as the moſt penetrating judges affirm, at 

eighteen pence a peck, ſo long as we have ſuch 
great plenty of corn in the country: Therefore I 
hope our wiſe Rulers will take theſe friendly hints, 
meant for timely precautions (ſmall hints, compared 
with the ſecrets reſerved for his Majeſty in Coun- 
cil) ſo as certain ftatutes, for our daily food, and 
Poor peoples wages, may be rendered more agree- 

able to the Public : but ſtill, far more ſuitable, 
at this enſuing ſeaſon, to the unanimous ſatisfac- 
tion. 'of thoſe perſons appointed for a N atianal 
Malitia. 

Yet I would not be underſtood: to: mean, that 
the late Act ſhould be entirely diſannulled, thro? 
any vain preſumption, on purpoſe to forward my 
own favourite ſcheme : No, my firm patriots, 
ſome articles of both ſchemes are ſo eſſential, in 
my real eſtimation, that I ſincerely believe in 'my 
own conſcience, either of the ſaid plans alone, 
can't be well brought to any great degree of per- 
fection, without being ſucceſſively encouraged by 
the other part : Therefore I heartily wiſh for ſome 
neceſſary alterations in. the ſaid Act, or that all 
wealthy pariſhes would aſſume the fame public 
ſpirit, according to their power, fo as to follow 

the fine example of this ſubſequent veſtry; ſup- 
poſed in the Weſt Riding, Yorkſhire, where the 
liberal — of Rockingham is Lord Lieu- 


tenant : 


Daily Advertiſer, Sat. Sepr. 17, 1757, 
% At a public meeting in the Veſtry of Skipton, 
F in Craven, laſt. week, it was unanimouſly agreed 
in order for the more ſpeedy and effectual car- 
| « rying 
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« rying the Militia Act into execution) to allow 
„ one ſhilling and ſix-pence per day, at the ex- 
< pence of the town, to each perſon, who ſhould 
* be thought a proper ſubſtitute for that pur- 
<c pole,” 


Virtue in one Veſtry, ſo remarkably broke 
forth, as my reaſon dictates, ſhould be ſufficient 
to baniſh vice from all the reſt ; ſince the ſtrict 
juſtice, and equal generoſity, of theſe Veſtry Gen- 
tlemen, on this urgent occaſion, can never be too 
much admired, nor ſcarce enough imitated : But, 
howſoever the riper Militia may be ordered here- 
after, our ſchool-boys ſhould have a parliamentary 
promiſe at firſt, for one half guinea a piece en- 
couragement every week; otherwiſe a guinea every 
three weeks, beſides their daily ſubſiſtence, during 
_ unnatural rebellion, or an actual invaſion : 
Which ſhining piece of pure gold for each perſon, 
meaning a fair proſpect of ſuch pretty coin, will 
conſequently animate their juvenile ſpirits, as they 
come to be fifteen or ſixteen years of age; even 
to vye at all events, upon their martial exerciſes, 
with any veteran forees in England, or to bid 
the vexatious foes of valiant Britons a bold 
defiance. 
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